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STATE LAWS AND REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO PUBLIC 

HEALTH. 



MISSOURI. 



Tuberculosis Hospitals— Counties Authorized to Erect — Appointment and Duties 
of Hospital Commissioners. (Act Mar. 22,1915.) 

Section 1. Indebtedness for tuberculosis hospital, how incurred. — Whenever 5 per cent 
of the legal voters of any county in the State of Missouri, as ascertained by the entire 
number of votes cast in said county for all the candidates for governor at the last pre- 
ceding general election, shall petition in writing the county court cf such county to 
create or increase the bonded indebtedness of such county to any extent within the 
constitutional limits, for the purpose olacquiringiunds for buying lands and for erecting 
buildings and enlarging and equipping the same, "to be used for a tuberculosis hospital 
and dispensary, the county court of such county shall submit at a special election to be 
held in every precinct in such county, and on a day to be fixed by the county court 
within 90 days after said petition shall have been presented to said county, such propo- 
sition to the qualified voters of such county, which election shall be held and notice 
thereof given in all respects as other elections for the issuance of bonds by any connty 
for the purpose of erecting public buildings authorized by law, and said election shall 
be held and said bonds shall be issued in accordance with the provisions of sections 
1260 to 1269, inclusive, of article 5 of chapter 15 of the Revised Statutes of Missouri 
of 1909 or any subsequent amendment (hereof. 

Such petition shall contain the name and address of each petitioner, who in every 
case shall be a qualified voter of the county. If two-thirds of the legal voters within 
such county voting at said election on said proposition shall vote in favor of creating 
or increasing such indebtedness, the same shall be thereby duly authorized and bonds 
shall be issued by such county court in the amount authorized at such election. From 
and after the time of the issuance of the bonds so authorized, the county court of such 
county shall include in the annual tax levy a t-ax sufficient to pay the interest as it 
matures on all such outstanding bonds, and also to pay and discharge the principal 
of such bonds within 20 years from the date of their issuance, and no bond shall be 
issued by any such county which shall not mature within 20 years from the date of 
their issuance, nor shall the rate of interest on any such bond so issued exceed 5 per 
cent per annum, nor shall the county court sell any bonds bearing a rate of interest 
of 5 per cent for less than par, nor shall any bonds so issued and sold bo listed for the 
purpose of taxation for county, city, or school purposes in any county issuing them. 

Skc. 2. Two-third majority; court authorized to i«nw bond ', etc.; tubcrculosi ho pital 
commi*- ioner^; qualification', appointment, term, dutic of. — Within 60 days after such 
election has been held, if two-thirds of the legal voters of the county voting on said 
proposition, have voted in favor of the proposition to issue bonds for the erection 
and equipment of a tuberculosis hospital, the county court shall be authorized to 
issue and sell said bonds to the highest and best bidder, and shall appoint five persons 
who shall constitute a board to be known as the board of tuberculosis hospital com- 
missioners. A majority of said board shall constitute a quorum and shall be authorized 
to transact the business of the board. Said board shall have exclusive control of all 
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moneys collected to the credit of the tuberculosis hospital fund, and of the supervision; 
care, and custody of such hospital, and all moneys received for such hospital pur- 
poses, whether by sale of said bonds or by an appropriation from the taxes collected 
annually in each county for the maintenance and support of said hospital, or from any 
other source, shall be turned over to the treasurer of said board and shall be duly 
accounted for in monthly and annual reports made to said board, a copy of which shall 
be filed with the clerk of the county court. Said commissioners shall serve without 
compensation except actual traveling and incidental expenses incurred in the per- 
formance of their duties. They shall have resided in such county for at least three 
years prior to their appointment, shall be known for their intelligence, business quali- 
fications, and integrity, and shall be especially interested in the purposes of said 
hospital, either because of scientific knowledge in the prevention of tuberculosis or 
because of their beneficent attitude toward those afflicted with tuberculosis, and shall 
be selected without regard to their political affiliations; and not fewer than two of 
them shall be women nor fewer than two of them shall be men. 

The commissioners first appointed shall serve respectively for one, two, three, four, 
and five years from the date of their appointment, and the term of each shall be fixed 
by the order of the county court appointing them, and all such commissioners after 
the first appointment shall be appointed for the full term of five years, except that in 
case of a vacancy, occurring from death, resignation, removal from the county, or 
removal for cause, a commissioner shall be appointed to fill the remainder of said 
term. The commissioners shall meet within 60 days after the date of appointment 
and shall elect one of their number to be chairman of said board, another to be vice 
chairman, and another to be secretary, for a period of one year, and thereafter annually 
said officers shall be elected by said board. Said board shall annually elect a treas- 
urer who shall not be a member thereof, and shall require him to give a bond, to be 
approved by the prosecuting attorney of the county and by the county court, in a 
sufficient sum to secure the faithful keeping and accounting for of all moneys which 
may come into his hand, and shall fix his compensation for the services to be rendered. 
Said board of tuberculosis hospital commissioners shall have power and it shall be its 
duty to administer all affairs pertaining to the maintenance of said tuberculosis hos- 
pital and dispensary, including the control and direction of all officers and employees 
of said hospital and dispensary, and-to establish the rules and regulations for the con- 
trol and restraint of ail patients of such hospital and dispensary, and otherwise to per- 
form all acts needful for the proper execution of the powers and duties granted and 
imposed upon said board by the provisions of this act. Said board shall have power 
to employ a superintendent, or a superintending physician, or a superintending nurse, 
and such other nurses and employees as it deems necessary for the proper care of the 
hospital and its inmates and shall fix their respective salaries and compensation: but 
all expenses for such employees and the necessary maintenance of such hospital to 
be incurred or paid shall be kept within the limits of the annual income of said hos- 
pital. All nurses so employed shall be lawfully licensed or registered according to 
the laws of the State. Any such employee may be removed by said board at any 
time if in its judgment such removal will promote the economic administration or 
best interests of said hospital, preference being given to nurses who have had training 
in a public tuberculosis hospital or sanatorium. 

Said board shall also have power to prescribe rules and regulations for the sanitation^ 
disinfection, and healthful conditions of said hospital, and the kind of clothes to be 
worn by the inmates and attendants and the foods to be eaten by said inmates, and 
make other regulations pertaining to fresh air and healthful surroundings as to them 
may seem most helpful to the treatment of tuberculosis patients. No expense or debt 
of any kind shall be incurred by the superintendent or any nurse or employee of said 
hospital except upon the authority of said board, and said board shall require the 
superintendent or some other employee to keep a faithful account of all expenses of 
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every kind incurred in the maintenance of said hospital. Said board shall make an 
annual report to the State board of charities, showing the number of patients or in- 
mates in said hospital and the manner of caring for and treating them, and any other 
beneficial information; and such State board of charities shall furnish to said hospital 
board any beneficial or scientific information it may consider would be helpful to 
such hospital board in conducting same. 

The said board shall establish an office in its county where all records, papers, and 
documents of such board shall be kept open for public inspection during all reasonable 
hours, to be fixed by said board. It shall hold a regular meeting on the first Monday 
of each month, in the office so established, except that by unanimous consent said 
board may meet at any place in the county and without notice, and transact any such 
business as may be transacted at any regular meeting. The board shall also hold an 
annual meeting the first Monday of January of each year, and at said time require an 
annual certified report to be made to the county court and to the governor of the 
State, embracing a full statement of the number of patients of all kinds, the amount of 
moneys received within the preceding year, and from what sources, and how expended, 
and especially the number of charity pa+ients and the moneys received from the 
State and from the county therefor. 

Sec. 3. Disposition of proceeds; bond of treasurer; construction or improvement of 
buildings and purchase of land, etc. — The proceeds derived from the sale of any hos- 
pital bonds sold by the county court? shall be turned over to the treasurer of said 
board, after said treasurer shall have been elected and shall have given a satisfactory 
bond as hereinbefore provided, and said board of tuberculosis hospital commissioners 
shall have power and it is hereby made the duty of said board to plan and erect all 
necessary buildings, to enter into contract for the construction of same, to make all 
necessary improvements and repair or alter any existing buildings, for the use of a 
hospital or dispensary, and said board shall select and designate land to be used and 
appropriated for such purposes, and may lease, condemn, or otherwise acquire in the 
county, land for said tuberculosis hospital and dispensary. Such board, before enter- 
ing into any contract for the expenditure of any sum of money in excess of $500, shall 
advertise for bids for such work or supplies for at least five consecutive issues in a news- 
paper published daily within the county or for at least two consecutive issues in a news- 
paper published weekly in such county. The treasurer of said board shall pay out 
no money for any purpose except on vouchers signed by its chairman and attested 
by its secretary, and no such voucher shall be so signed or attested until authorized 
by the board by a resolution or report entered on its record; and a voucher so signed 
and attested shall be the treasurer's authority for paying the same. 

Sec. 4. Bonds; by whom sold; form of; proceeds, how to be used. — Said county 
court shall sell said bonds at the best price obtainable, and said bonds shall run in 
the name of the county and be signed by the presiding judge, and attested by the 
clerk, and the seal of the county, and shall be designated as tuberculosis hospital 
bonds, and the proceeds thereof shall be used for the purpose of acquiring lands, 
planning and erecting a hospital and dispensary and other buildings necessary for a 
complete tuberculosis hospital and the equipment thereof or in making additions 
thereto, and in preparing, grading, draining, beautifying the grounds on which the 
same are located or appurtenant thereto, and for no other purpose. 

Sec 5. Purchase of property for hospital; may be condemned how. — Just compensation 
shall be paid for all property taken for the establishment of such hospital and the 
improvements or additions thereto. When the board of commissioners and the 
owner of any land or other property desired for the uses of said hospital can not agree 
upon the price thereof, the same may be condemned in the manner prescribed by 
sections 2360 to 2369, inclusive, or article 2 of chapter 23 of the Revised Statutes 
of Missouri of 1909. In case there shall be located upon any land acquired by said 
board, either by purchase or condemnation, any building or other improvements not 
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suited for hospital purposes, the board shall have power to sell the same and the 
proceeds thereof shall be turned over to the treasurer of said board. 

Sec. 6. Patients, how admitted; board to determine whether private or charity patients; 
nonresident patients admitted, when. — Any person who shall be a resident of any county 
which has erected and is maintaining a hospital under the provisions of this act, shall 
be eligible as a patient or inmate of said hospital, providing that said person shall 
have been declared tuberculosis [tubercular] and in a relatively advanced stage of 
tuberculosis, by the county health officer or by a physician licensed by this State, 
resident within the county. Said board of commissioners shall have the power to 
determine whether or not the person applying or being presented at such hospital 
for treatment as a patient is a subject of charity, and it shall fix such a price or compen- 
sation for the keeping and all services to be rendered to patients other than those 
declared subjects of charity by said board, the receipts therefrom to be paid monthly 
to the treasurer of the board upon accounts rendered and credited to the hospital 
fund, and shall be available for use in the maintenance and repair of such hospital. 
The board may also admit tuberculous persons residing outside of the county any- 
where within the State on the payment of a monthly compensation to be fixed by 
said board, and all moneys so obtained shall be applied as in the case of other pay 
patients. 

Sec. 7. Support of charity patients; private patients; appropriation. — The State of 
Missouri shall pay $5 per week each for the support of all patients admitted to such 
hospital and maintained therein, and who have been designated by said board of 
commissioners as subjects of charity, and all costs for the maintenance of charity 
patients in excess of $5 per week shall be paid by the county from its current revenue, 
upon orders or vouchers rendered to the county court by the hospital board. All 
patients of such hospital who are not subjects of charity shall pay such sum for their 
support and maintenance as they are able to pay as determined by the judgment of 
said board, and the State of Missouri shall pay such additional amount as may be nec- 
essary to compensate the board for their support and maintenance, but not to exceed 
the sum of $5 per week per patient. The general assembly shall at each biennial 
period make an appropriation out of the general revenue fund of the State sufficient 
in amount to meet its obligations to any such county hospital as hereinabove desig- 
nated; and the sum of $10,000 is hereby appropriated and set aside out of the general 
revenue fund of the State for said purposes for the biennial period of 1915-16. The 
chairman and secretary of such board of commissioners shall make report to the treas- 
urer of said board, once per month, giving the names and number of patients in such 
hospital and indicating which patients are subjects of charity and the amount neces- 
sary for the State to pay. The treasurer of said board shall issue a voucher to the 
State auditor, giving this information; and the auditor shall draw his warrant on the 
State treasurer for the amount shown by such statement, and the State treasurer shall 
pay said warrant to the treasurer of said board cf tuberculosis hospital commissioners; 
and the county court, in any county in which said hospital shall be established, shall 
authorize and issue the warrant of the county payable out of the current revenue of 
the county, in favor of the treasurer of said board, for the payment of the costs of all 
charity patients kept and treated therein, in excess of $5 per week, as hereinabove 
provided, upon a like voucher presented to said court by said treasurer of said tuber- 
culosis hospital. 

Sec. 8. Grants, devises of lands, gifts or bequests of moneys or personal property; who 
authorized to receive and hold, etc. — The county court of any county in which a tuber- 
culosis hospital has been established is hereby authorized to receive and to hold in 
trust for the board of tuberculosis hospital commissioners of such hospital any grant 
or devise, of land or any gift or bequest of money or other personal property, as an 
endowment of such hospital, and if money, or if othei personal property to convert 
the same into money, and to loan the same at the best rate of interest obtainable, 
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regard being had for the safe-keeping and permanency of said fund, and to turn over 
the net annual income from any such real estate or from any money loaned, to said 
hospital board; or, if advisable, to sell any such real estate and convert the same into 
money and loan it as aforesaid; or if not sold to authorize said board to rent or lease 
the same and receive the income therefrom. In case of sale of any real estate so 
given or devised a complete conveyance thereof may be made by an order spread 
upon the records of the county court and a deed signed in pursuance thereto by the 
presiding judge and attested by the county clerk. Any such real estate or personal 
property so given shall be used inviolate for the purposes of said hospital, unless 
otherwise designated in writing by the donor. 

Tuberculosis — Appointment of Nurses — Disinfection of Premises. (Act Mar. 24, 

1915.) 

Section 1. County courts and cities authorized to employ trained nurses; disinfection 
of certain places infected with tuberculosis, etc.— In case any antituberculous [sic] society 
or association or any antituberculous [sic] committee of any other society or association, 
appointed and organized for the purpose of preventing, restricting, or controlling the 
spread of tuberculosis in this State, considers it necessary to secure the aid and services 
of a visiting tuberculosis nurse or to disinfect any building, residence, or room in 
any hotel or dormitory, or other place in such city or county infected with tuber- 
culosis, such society or such committee shall make formal written report of such 
fact to the county court or mayor of any city of the second, third, or fourth class, or 
both such court and mayor, and therein recommend the course of action necessary 
and advisable to be taken in relation thereto to prevent the spread of tuberculosis; 
and in case said report is made to the mayor of any such city he shall lay the same 
before the city council at its next meeting, and the said city council and the said 
county court, at its next meeting after said report has been made as afoiesaid, shall 
consider said report and recommendation and act upon it, and such city council and 
county court shall each be authorized to employ, at a fixed monthly compensation, a 
trained nurse, qualified for such service by registration as such according to the laws 
of this State, to visit any family home, boarding house, dormitory, or club in which 
is a member or members, a person or persons afflicted with tuberculosis and, upon 
the consent of such person or family, or parent or guardian if a minor, to assist in 
nursing said person and to advise such person and the persons or members of the 
family, boarding house, dormitory, or club as to the pioper methods to be pursued 
to prevent the spread of tuberculosis; and also to authorize some other proper person 
or persons to visit and disinfect any building, residence, room in any hotel or dor- 
mitory or other place therein infected with tuberculosis, upon the consent of the 
owner thereof. 

Sec. 2. Disinfection of places infected with tuberculosis; how enforced. — When the 
owner or occupant of any building, residence, room in a hotel, or dormitory or other 
place designated in the report or written statement contemplated by the preceding 
section, refuses to consent that the same be disinfected by the person designated by 
the city or county court, report of that fact shall be made by such person to the mayor, 
if such person was appointed by the mayor, and to the county court, if such person 
was appointed by said court; and thereupon the mayor or the county court shall have 
power and it shall be his or their duty, either by the taking of testimony or a personal 
inspection of the place charged to be infected, to make an examination into the truth 
of the statements contained in said reports and determine whether said place is infected 
with tuberculosis; and if it is found to be so infected it shall be the duty of the mayor 
or of the county court, as the case may be, by a written order of the mayor, and by an 
order spread upon its record if the county court, to appoint some proper person to 
disinfect said place, designating in said order the building, residence, room in the 
hotel, or dormitory or other place to be disinfected, and said written order of the mayor 



